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Logic Guide:
Writing bass lines
Bass is one of the four main elements that build up a piece of music
(alongside rhythm/drums, chords and melody). Getting a good bass line can
really make your track start to come alive, but a really poor one can start to
ruin the good work you’ve put in programming the chords and other parts of
your tune. Here are some methods for writing good bass lines.

1. To start with, you need some chords to write a bass part to go along with.
You can write a bass part on its own but it’s far easier to have it accompany
some chords that are there already. Here is a chords sequence that I’ve
written in the key of A minor.
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2. The first method of writing a simple bass part is far the easiest. Take the
chords that you have already written and copy that part into the bass channel.
Open up that part in the piano roll and delete the top notes from each chord,
only leaving the bottom note as your bass part. You might need to move the
notes down an octave (drag a box around them and then drag them down to
the octave below). With the right bass sound this simple method can yield
some very satisfying bass parts, even if it is a little easy. It works especially
well if your other parts are very busy as it adds a nice contrast.

3. The next method you could try is a rhythmic bass part. This is very similar
to the above method in that it follows the bottom note of each chord but this
time you can break up the rhythm on each note. There is no right or wrong
way to create these rhythms so just experiment and see what sounds best.
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4. The last one is the most complex and it involves creating a moving bass
line. To create this kind of bass line you need your bass part to play the
bottom note of each chord at the start of that chord being played. The rest of
the duration of that chord, you can program any combination of notes that are
in the scale of the piece

5. That’s it. You can play around with different rhythms on your drum part or
try the technique on different instruments, but it will sound better on some
things rather than others so don’t stress if it worked on one part you were
working on but then sounded poor on another.

